
 

  

 

   

Route 50 Power Line Hearing on March 29: What You Need to 

Know 
 

 

 

 

SCC Public Hearing on Loudoun County Alternatives 

Freedom High School, South Riding 

March 29, 6:00 pm 

Since last spring, the County has been working with 

Dominion, the Airports Authority, the State 

Corporation Commission (SCC) and a group of 

participating property owners in response to 

Dominion's application to place towers and high 

voltage powerlines along Route 50.   Since our effort 

began, hundreds of citizens have turned written or 

verbally expressed their concerns to the SCC that the 

proposed route was not acceptable to our community. 

  

I have been working with Loudoun County Attorney, 

Leo Rogers on the legal fight against the proposed 

power lines on Route 50.  The County has proposed 

five alternatives. The hearings held last fall were on the 

first three.    Alternatives 4 and 5 were developed since 

that time and are currently being considered by the 

SCC. Both are deviations of the 606 route (Alternative 

1b),which would run from the Yardley Ridge site at 

Evergreen Mills Road along 606 down to Route 50. 

Click here to see the new alternative routes.   
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Why are Alternatives 4 and 5 better than the earlier 

alternatives that the County proposed and Dominion's 

preferred route along 50?  They impact fewer property 

owners because the County has worked with the 

effected property owners to mitigate impacts.  They are 

primarily on property zoned for industrial and 

commercial uses and have less of an adverse financial 

impact on the property owners than Dominion's 

proposed routes.  Alternatives 4 and 5 avoid planned 

improvements to major intersections along Route 50 

and Loudoun County Parkway.  Alternatives 4 and 5 

also utilize existing corridors and remote portions of 

the airport property to have a lesser effect on existing 

and planned development.  These routes were 

developed in response to comments from the 

Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority and input 

from landowners.  While they both have their own set 

of challenges, they are compatible with the Airport's 

future plans and work from an electricity generation 

standpoint.  

  

We have also been able to successfully delay 

consideration of the power lines.  The SCC ordered a 

new public hearing on these alternative routes be held 

at Freedom High School (25450 Riding Center Drive 

in South Riding) on March 29 at 6:00pm. This hearing 

will run very similar to the prior hearing that was held 

to take input on Dominion's proposed route using 

Route 50. The discussion this time is going to be more 

technical, about the specific impacts of the new 

routes.  The overall testimony and sentiment expressed 

at the last public hearing is still valid and will be 

considered by the SCC.  If you testified previously, you 

may also testify on the 29th. 

 

That said, I would appreciate support for County 

Alternatives 4 and 5, which are discussed in detail 

below.  It is still important that Hearing Examiner hear 

positive testimony about these alternatives, because 

they are viable options to what Dominion has 

proposed.   

  

The process is just as it was last October. SCC hearings 

normally take place in a courtroom.  Although 
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Contact Me 

Mailing Address: 
1 Harrison Street, S.E.,  

5th Floor 
P.O. Box 7000 

Leesburg, VA 20177-7000 

E-Mail: 
matt.letourneau@loudoun.gov 

Office Phone: 
(703) 771-5069 

Chief of Staff: 
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Legislative Aide: 
Tom Parker 
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Freedom High School isn't a courtroom, during these 

hearings it will function as if it were.  Proper court 

procedures will be followed, which means no signs, no 

demonstrations, no outbursts, no clapping or yelling 

out.  

  

Once you arrive, there will be a place to sign up to 

speak. Once your name is called, you will be sworn in 

by a bailiff (just like a court proceeding) and asked to 

provide your name and address for the record.  

There is no set time limit on your remarks. Depending 

on the turnout, however, the Hearing Examiner could 

impose one.  In any event, it is important for speakers 

to be precise and to the point.  We want to allow as 

many citizens to speak as possible and the number of 

speakers could be limited if there are large numbers 

signed up to speak. 

  

The SCC has provided their own information about 

participating in a hearing, available here .  There are 

also  tips for speakers.    

 

Keep in mind that the SCC is only concerned with the 

facts of this case.  I know there are concerns about 

power lines in general, data centers, and other issues-

but they are not what the SCC is considering.  

  

As a reminder, Dominion has proposed these two 

options: 
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The SCC has allowed the County's Alternatives 4 and 5 

to be considered at this hearing: 

 

 
 

Alternative 4 would connect to existing power 

infrastructure in the Dulles West Trade Center and 

follow a path utilizing Arcola Road, the east side of 

Evergreen Mills Road, crossing to the west side just 

before the intersection with 606. The line would then 

continue on the west side of 606 until just before the 

intersection with Route 50 where it will cross towards 

the east and continue on the north side of Route 50 

until it reaches the property access point east of Poland 

Road. 

 

 
 



  

Alternative 5 would connect to existing power 

infrastructure in the Dulles West Trade Center and 

follow a path utilizing Arcola Road, crossing at the 

Evergreen Mills Road intersection to the west side of 

that road and continuing south to 606. The line would 

then continue on the west side of 606 until just before 

the intersection with Route 50 where it will cross 

towards the east and continue on the north side of 

Route 50 until it reaches the property access point east 

of Poland Road. 

If you need help with your comments, we have 

prepared some talking points below.  Please do not 

read these verbatim-this is just to give you an idea as to 

the type of comments you might want to make. I 

wanted to give you some multiple arguments to think 

about:  

 Residents of the planned communities along 

Route 50 bought their homes with the 

expectation that the Route 50 Gateway Corridor 

would be built consistent with policies, plans 

and regulations developed by the Route 50 Task 

Force, the Loudoun County Planning 

Commission and County Staff, and adopted by 

the Loudoun County Board of Supervisors in 

2005.  Dominion's proposal to put high voltage 

powerlines along Route 50 Corridor is 

inconsistent with the reasonable expectation of 

homeowners in the area. 

 Route 50 is the Gateway to Loudoun 

County.  Substantial public and private 

resources have been expended for to address 

traffic congestion, landscaping, site design, 

buffers, and architectural features. 

 High voltage powerlines along Route 50 will 

have significant negative impact on property 

values in the area. 

 In 2014, VDOT informed Dominion that it 

opposes powerlines along Route 50 due to 

planned roadway expansions in the 

corridor.  VDOT and the County recently 

invested more than $100 million in 



improvements to the Route 50 Corridor and 

have planned about another $300 million to the 

following for three intersection improvements: 

Route 50 and Northstar Boulevard; Route 50 

and Arcola/Gum Springs Road; and Route 50 

and Route 606, Loudoun County 

Parkway.  Dominion's proposed powerlines 

impact the ability to make these necessary 

traffic improvements to mitigate congestion. 

 County Alternatives 4 and 5 are shorter, less 

intrusive and cheaper to build routes which will 

not affect the bulk of Route 50. 

 County Alternatives 4 and 5 (parallel to Route 

606) provide the opportunity for co-location of 

powerlines and other electric facilities with 

Dominion's currently pending Yardley Ridge 

application.  This would not only create 

significant cost savings it would greatly reduce 

the impact of the powerlines on the community. 

 Commercial properties along Route 50 have 

unusually narrow parcels.  The development 

potential of these parcels will be significantly 

reduced or eliminated when a powerline 

easement is combined with the standard Route 

50 buffer.  Planned construction of needed 

commercial, retail, and services will be greatly 

reduced or eliminated. 

 The proposed powerlines will negatively impact 

the existing businesses. 

 Several properties are now under development 

which will be severely impacted.  For instance, 

the Avonlea Town Center project is planned to 

bring a movie theater, retail, and dining options 

to residents who are desperately seeking 

them.  This project will produce millions in tax 

revenue for Loudoun County and reduce 

congestion by providing more options for 

residents closer to where they live.    

I will be attending this hearing to once again speak in 

my capacity as the Dulles District Supervisor. This 

hearing is the only local opportunity to speak out in 

favor of the two new County alternatives.  I hope that I 

see many of you at Freedom on March 29th. 



  

While the public hearings are an important component, 

the coalition led by the Loudoun County Attorney 

remain focused on building the legal case against 

Dominion's proposal.  The evidentiary hearings in that 

case will be heard June 7 in Richmond. We will have a 

final decision on the case after that. 

 

Thank you! 

  

For more information click on the following below: 

  

Town Hall Presentation  

Board Resolution Opposing Dominion's Routes 

Notowerson50.org 
 

  

 

 
 

Did someone forward this to you? Click below to sign up to receive future updates 
directly. 
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