Wishing everyone a safe and healthy 2021-22 school year!
Mayor Kelly Burk and I will be hosting a Leesburg Homelessness Town Hall on
September 20th at 6:00 pm. Please see the flyer below for more information.
In this newsletter, I put a focus on the transportation and capital facility projects happening
in Leesburg. Two major transportation projects that were recently completed are Route 7
and Battlefield Parkway Interchange (Summer 2021) and Sycolin Road widening (Summer
2020). Just last month, we celebrated the grand opening of the Loudoun County Animal
Services facility located off Kincaid Boulevard.

Leesburg Town Hall

Town Transportation Projects
Below is an update of the major transportation projects in the Town's six-year Capital
Improvement Program. I've separated the Town's projects from the County's projects. You
can see the full list of Town capital improvement projects by visiting the Town website.

Route 15 Bypass Interchange at Edwards Ferry/Fort Evans Road: This project
consists of development of a new grade-separated interchange on Edwards Ferry Road at
the Route 15 Leesburg Bypass and will include the intersection at Fort Evans Road. The
existing signalized at-grade intersection at this location is heavily congested. Also,
currently there is a large volume of pedestrian traffic, which crosses the bypass between
the residential areas inside the bypass and the commercial development outside the
bypass.
This project is being administered by VDOT. The Town has received an allocation of $2
million from the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority (NVTA) for preliminary design.

On June 18, 2018, NVTA awarded an additional $5.2 million for final design of the project.
The Town is currently applying for grants to fully fund the project.

Evergreen Mill Road Widening: To widen approximately 1.3 mile of Evergreen Mill Road
from the Heritage High School entrance (south of Battlefield Parkway) to South King
Street (Route 15). The existing two-lane road will be widened to a four-lane road with a
sidewalk on one side and a shared use path on the other side. Design for this project is
underway.
On April 14th, a virtual neighborhood meeting was held about the project. This meeting
provided residents impacted by the project with an opportunity to view the 30% concept
plans, find out about the next steps for the project design, ask questions, and provide
input.
VDOT suggested revising the design schedule to take into account additional surveys,
VDOT approval for land acquisition and utility relocation. As a result, the completion of the
design phase has been delayed from fall 2022 to summer 2023. In the next quarter,
additional surveys and an environmental assessment will continue, pavement testing will
be conducted, and initial public outreach will be held.

Battlefield Parkway/Route 15 Bypass Interchange: This project consists of
development of an Interchange Access Report for a new grade separated interchange at
the current signalized intersection between the Route 15 Bypass and Battlefield Parkway.
The intersection with Battlefield Parkway is one of three signalized intersections on the

bypass. The other two traffic signals will be removed with the future construction of an
interchange at Edwards Ferry Road and Fort Evans Road.
As of July 21st, NVTA awarded $2 million in funding for preliminary design and an
Interchange Access Report, which is underway.

Battlefield Parkway Trail Across the Route 15 Bypass: The purpose of the project is to
provide safe access for pedestrians and bicyclists between residential areas and parks,
schools and other public facilities. The project will include sidewalk extension to the
bypass on the west, a trail extension from the bypass to the east, and pedestrian signals
and crosswalks at the Route 15 Bypass. The project connects the existing sidewalk east
of Fieldstone Drive to the existing trail west of Balls Bluff Road with an Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant pedestrian route. The project also includes a signalcontrolled crossing of the Route 15 Bypass. The proposed shared use path will be a 10foot wide asphalt path that will accommodate both pedestrians and bicyclists. The total
project length is approximately 1,300 feet (0.25 miles).

County Transportation Projects
Crosstrail Boulevard - Segment B: The project entails the design and construction of
a four lane median divided highway from Kincaid Boulevard to Russell Branch Parkway.
The project is in the construction phase with 65% completion. The project includes the
following major elements:
• 115 ft. long bridge that will carry Crosstrail Boulevard over the W&OD Trail.
• Direct pedestrian or bicycle connection between the W&OD Trail and
Crosstrail Boulevard.
• 500 ft. long bridge that will carry Crosstrail Boulevard over Tuscarora Creek.

• Five storm water retention facilities.
When completed, Crosstrail Boulevard will provide a new connection in southeastern
Leesburg between Sycolin Road near Philip A. Bolen Memorial Park and Route 7.

Concrete deck pours for the bridges over Tuscarora Creek and the W&OD are underway
and will be completed by September 2021. Work on shared use paths and the roadway
between Kincaid Boulevard and the W&OD will include asphalt placement and handrail
installation. Two concrete pours for the bridge decks are scheduled for 3:00 am to
minimize impacts to W&OD Trail access. In the event work extends into the daylight
hours, temporary closures of no more than 10 minutes may be required for public safety.
In a future project, Crosstrail Boulevard will be extended beyond Sycolin Road to link to
the Dulles Greenway interchange at Shreve Mill Road (Crosstrail Boulevard - Segment C).
A design kick-off meeting was held in March 2021. The County is scheduled to begin
design and development later this year; construction will not begin prior to 2024.

Route 15 North Widening/Battlefield Parkway to Montresor Road: This project
includes the design, land acquisition and construction to widen Route 15 from two to four
lanes between Battlefield Parkway and Montresor Road. The project scope includes:
• a signalized Continuous Green "T" (CGT) intersection at North King Street
to allow through traffic to continue north on Route 15 without stopping and
an updated signalized intersection at Whites Ferry Road
• a two-lane hybrid roundabout at Montresor Road
• a realigned section of Limestone School Road to connect with the
Montresor Road roundabout
• a shared use path on the west side of Route 15 from Tuscarora High School
to Montresor Road
• a shared use path along the entire length of Whites Ferry Road
Loudoun County submitted 60% design plans to VDOT in June 2021 and the design team
is initiating development of the 60% plans. Right of way acquisition is estimated to begin in
the summer of 2022. Construction is estimated to start in the first half of calendar year
2024 for the Battlefield Parkway to Whites Ferry Road phase (see picture below).

Between now and the end of October 2021, Loudoun County will be periodically closing a
lane along Route 15 North between Battlefield Parkway and Montresor Road for the
purpose of soils testing associated with the planned widening of the roadway to a fourlane, median divided highway. Motorists will be alerted to alternating one-lane traffic
through the work site by signage along Route 15. Dates and times of upcoming closures
will be posted prior to each planned lane closure on the project website.

Route 7 Improvements: The design and construction of a 3rd eastbound lane on Route 7
between Route 9 and the Dulles Greenway and a 3rd westbound lane on Route 7
between the Dulles Greenway and West Market Street. The Route 7 Capacity Study was
presented at the January 18, 2018 Board of Supervisors business meeting. On September
18, 2018, I held a Leesburg Community Meeting about this project. Based on the
feedback from this meeting and the feedback I got going door-to-door to the several
hundred homes along the bypass, I requested that sound walls be included in any project
funding plans. There are hundreds of homes abutting the bypass between West Market
Street and the Greenway. Most are in the Leesburg District, but some properties impacted
are in the Catoctin District. The project planning and funding will be coordinated with the
Town of Leesburg.
Public involvement will take place once a preliminary design and the necessary
environmental studies have been completed. A project web page will be established when
this information is available.

Route 15 South Safety & Operational Study: The project consists of a safety and
operational study of approximately 12 miles of Route 15 from the south corporate limit of
the Town of Leesburg to the Prince William County line. The study will identify safety and
traffic operational issues and present recommended solutions for consideration by the
Board. The goal of the proposed improvements will be to ensure that this segment of
Route 15 continues to carry local and commuter traffic safely and efficiently while
preserving the unique context of the historical roadway.
The study team plans to hold a final virtual Focus Group meeting to discuss the
recommended alternatives and next steps on Wednesday, September 1st at 6:00 pm.

County Capital Facilities
Courts Complex Expansion: This project includes the design and construction of a new
92,000-square-foot Loudoun County District Courthouse and renovation of existing courts
facilities, including new parking facilities.
• The new courthouse will be located on the current Church Street Parking
Lot at the corner of Church Street and Edwards Ferry Road in downtown
Leesburg.
• The existing courthouse (18 East Market Street) and historic Valley Bank
building (20 East Market Street) will be renovated. The renovation will
improve approximately 58,700 square feet of space.

• Parking lots and pedestrian access to the courts buildings will be improved.

A new parking garage has been constructed next to the existing Pennington
Lot.
• Construction began April 2020 and is expected to take approximately 2.5
years.
Over the past few weeks, trusses to support the triangular architectural elements of the
roof, and the first set of stairs have been installed. In addition to ongoing work to rough-in
electrical, mechanical and plumbing systems on the ground and first floors, crews
continue to frame exterior walls. The installation of interior walls on the ground level is
progressing and crews have begun masonry work.

Work in Loudoun
The “Work In Loudoun” initiative provides a suite of customized professional services
designed to connect the region’s talented workforce with open positions at businesses in
Loudoun County. Buddy Rizer, Loudoun Economic Development Executive Director said,
"Right now on the Work In Loudoun jobs portal, there are 837 restaurant jobs, including
100-plus for servers, 200-plus for chefs/cooks/bakers, and many more across other
hospitality and farm businesses." With the ongoing staffing shortage in the service
industry, which is not limited to Loudoun, but rather is being experienced nationally,
Loudoun Economic Development has been engaged with businesses and industry groups
to connect job seekers with potential employers. To help hard-working business owners fill
their staffing needs, please consider applying for full-time or part-time positions on the
jobs portal. Thank you.

Workforce Development Month
During September, the Loudoun Workforce Resource Center will feature special virtual
and in-person events at no cost for job seekers and people who are considering changing
careers.
Visit here for detailed information about each event and how to register. Events will
include:
• Ride Confidently: Tapping into TransitApp and SmarTrip® on Loudoun
•
•
•
•

County Transit (two sessions): Wednesday, September 1, 6:00 - 7:00 pm;
Friday, September 10, 11:00 am - 12:00 pm.
Community Connections: Drop In & Discover: Tuesday, September 7, 9:00
– 11:30 am.
Childcare Options for Working Families: Wednesday, September 8, 6:00 7:00 pm.
Remote Work in the New Normal: Thursday, September 9, 10:00 – 11:15
am.
Making Work, Work for You - An Introduction to Social Security Disability
Work Incentives: Thursday, September 9, 11:30 am – 12:30 pm.

• Youth WIOA (Workforce Innovation & Opportunity Act) Information Session:

Monday, September 13, 1:00 – 2:00 pm.
• Is WIOA ((Workforce Innovation & Opportunity Act) Right for You? (two

sessions): Thursday, September 16, 10:00 – 11:00 am; Thursday,
September 23, 10:00 – 11:00 am.
• Transition to Work: Re-engaging with Co-workers and Customers: Friday,
September 17, 1:00 - 2:00 pm.
• Career Conversations: A Panel Discussion & Networking Reception:
Monday, September 27, 10:30 am – 12:00 pm.
• Managing Your Money – Budgeting & Savings Strategies (two sessions):
Tuesday, September 28, 12:00 - 1:15 pm; Wednesday, September 29,
12:00 - 1:15 pm.

Advisory Boards, Commissions & Committees
Vacancies
The Leesburg District has vacancies on four Boards and Commissions that provide an
opportunity to be involved in and have an impact on local government and your
community. You can apply to serve on the Communications Commission, Community
Criminal Justice Board, Loudoun Health Commission and Lyme Disease Commission by
filling out this application.
For more information about these Boards and Commissions, please visit the County
website. For questions, please e-mail Valerie at valerie.suzdak@loudoun.gov. Thank
you!
Warm Regards,
Kristen C. Umstattd
Leesburg District
Loudoun County Board of Supervisors
kristen.umstattd@loudoun.gov
703-777-0203

Valerie Suzdak
Chief Legislative Aide
Supervisor Kristen Umstattd
valerie.suzdak@loudoun.gov
Laura TeKrony
Legislative Aide
Supervisor Kristen Umstattd
laura.tekrony@loudoun.gov

Business of the Month
Crumbl Cookies
In May 2021, Crumbl Cookies opened in
Leesburg at 1008 Edwards Ferry Road,
near the Target and Kohl’s stores. In
addition to the fan favorite chilled sugar
and award-winning milk chocolate chip
cookies, Crumbl offers a weekly rotating
menu of 120+ flavors. Our flavors are
inspired by desserts of all kinds - from pies
to cakes to candies and more. All of our
cookies are made fresh daily by our
Crumbl Crew in our open, tech-driven
kitchens. Come in-store to see your
cookies being mixed, balled, and baked
right in front of you! Once the cookies are
baked to perfection, they are packaged in
our famous pink box, ready to be sent
home and enjoyed - until the very last
crumb!

Mayor Kelly Burk's Corner
The Town is reinstating the mask requirement based on the Loudoun County Health
Department’s recommendation. According to the Centers for Disease Control, Loudoun
County is experiencing “substantial community transmission” of COVID-19. In areas with
high or substantial transmission, the CDC advises that everyone, including those already
vaccinated against COVID-19, wear masks in indoor public settings to reduce the spread
of the virus. The Town of Leesburg will require people to wear masks in public areas
inside Town facilities, regardless of vaccination status.

Thomas Balch Library Advisory Commission seeks nominations for the twenty ninth
annual Loudoun History Awards. This event honors individuals who have made a
significant contribution to preserving Loudoun’s past through collection of County
documents and memorabilia, preservation of historic landmarks, visual arts, writing and
long-term involvement in local history organizations. The deadline for nominations is
Monday, October 4th. The awards ceremony will be held at the Thomas Balch Library on
Sunday, November 7th at 2 pm. For more information, contact Alexandra Gressitt at 703737-7195 or agressitt@leesburgva.gov.

The 13th annual Dog Swim will be held at the AV Symington Aquatic Center on
Saturday, September 11th. The dog-only swim will take place in two sessions from 9 to
10:30 am and 11 am to 12:30 pm. The event allows local pups the opportunity to have fun
in a safe, enclosed area while swimming off-leash with other dogs. All dogs must be six
months old, legally licensed, vaccinated, and wearing a visible dog license. All exits will be
gated and a veterinarian will be on-site as a precaution. Limited space in each session is
available and pre-registration is required. The fee is $5 per person. For more information,
please visit here or call 703-777-1368.

The BENEFIT’s 2021 Crossroads Music Festival will take place on Saturday,
September 18th beginning at 5 pm. Twenty-five musicians will perform 60-minute sets at
nine different venues in the historic downtown. Music styles will include acoustic,
Americana, rock, country, metal, R&B, and soul. Tickets purchased in advance online will
be $15 and those bought on-site will be $25. Tickets are not required for entry at any
venue participating in Crossroads Music Festival. However, proceeds from ticket sales
benefit nonprofit organizations that serve children in Loudoun County. With BENEFIT’s
2021 Crossroads Music Festival taking place in the downtown area of Leesburg’s Arts &
Cultural District, festival attendees will have a bonus opportunity to experience the music
and art that Leesburg has to offer. The Leesburg Commission of Public Arts (COPA) and
the Friends of Leesburg Public Arts (FOLPA) will be in attendance to promote the official
launch of the district. Enjoy interactive art, a BINGO challenge, and learn more about the
Arts & Cultural District.

The Town’s annual airshow returns on Saturday, September 25th from 11 am to 4 pm.
The annual airshow has been held for more than 10 years and features aerobatic
performances, a static display area featuring a variety of unique and historic military
aircraft, and other tarmac attractions. For more information, visit the website.

Update from Beth Barts
I hope all Leesburg District families had a restful and healthy summer break. LCPS is
looking forward to our students returning to our school buildings five days a week inperson on August 26th for the start of the 2021-22 school year.
August has been a busy month for the School Board. On August 10th, the Board passed
Policy 8040- Rights of Transgender & Gender-Expansive Students. Restroom remodeling
is underway and the Board passed a motion requiring expedited completion. At this
meeting, September was proclaimed as Suicide Prevention Month, as well as Attendance
Awareness Month.
Some reminders:
• Free meals are available for all students including breakfast, lunch and
dinner.
• This fall regardless of vaccination status, all employees, visitors, volunteers,
parents/guardians and students older than 2 years of age are required to
wear a mask while in our schools. LCPS will be employing many strategies
to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. These include face coverings,
enhanced cleaning, upgraded ventilation, passive temperature screening,
outdoor activities and encouraging students to stay home if sick.
• A Mental Health Task Force was formed at the request of the School Board
to provide resources and services to students with trauma, anxiety and loss
from COVID-19. Parents, community mental health partners and members
of our student support services will meet once a month and regularly update
the School Board.
I encourage parents to attend our Back to School events and know that LCPS encourages
active engagement in our schools by parents and community members. Please consider
volunteering your time and/or personal skill set to a PTA, a PTSO, a school library or a
Booster Club as we work together to make LCPS the best environment for all students.

Community Information

Health Officials Recommend Booster Shots Against COVID-19: Federal health
officials have announced a plan to provide booster shots to those people who have
received two doses of either the Pfizer or Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. The proposed plan
calls for people to get their third dose eight months after receiving their second shot of the
Pfizer or Moderna vaccine. The announcement of a recommended booster dose for the
general population follows the recommendation from the CDC of an additional dose of
vaccine for people who received two doses of either the Pfizer or Moderna COVID-19
vaccine and who are moderately and severely immunocompromised.
Details about the rollout of the booster shots are still to come and may change pending a
formal recommendation from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC);
however, officials say the doses could begin the week of September 20th. Officials say
they also expect to recommend a booster for those who received the single-dose Johnson
& Johnson vaccine after they analyze more data.
COVID-19 vaccine booster shots are expected to be exactly the same as the initial
vaccine doses a person received and so will be available from many providers throughout
the community currently providing COVID-19 vaccine, such as medical offices and
pharmacies including, but not limited to, CVS, Giant Food, Harris Teeter, Safeway,
Walgreens, Walmart and Wegmans. It’s expected that the first people to receive the
boosters will be those in high-priority groups such as nursing home residents, health
workers and those with underlying health conditions as they were the first groups eligible
to receive vaccination last winter. Visit here to find a vaccine provider near you.

Extension of Dulles Town Center Vaccination Site Operations: The County will
continue providing COVID-19 vaccinations to anyone 12 years and older at the Dulles
Town Center clinic for an additional week beyond the previously scheduled closure of the
facility. The vaccination site is scheduled to close permanently at 12:00 pm on Friday,
September 3rd.
Please see the schedule of operations at the Dulles Town Center clinic below. The
vaccination site is closed on Sunday, Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. No
appointment is necessary; however, residents make may an appointment on the County’s
website.
Friday, August 27: 9:30 am – 12:00 pm
Saturday, August 28: 9:30 am – 12:00 pm

Tuesday, August 31: 4:00 – 6:30 pm
Friday, September 3: 9:30 am – 12:00 pm
The Loudoun County Health Department will begin operating a COVID-19 vaccination site
at Sterling Elementary School on Saturday, September 4th. The new vaccination site is
located at 200 West Church Road in Sterling and will be open every Saturday from 11:00
am to 4:00 pm by appointment only until further notice. The new location replaces the
vaccination site at the Dulles Town Center.

Financing Opportunities for First-Time Homebuyers: The availability of $10 million
through Virginia Housing's Sponsoring Partnerships and Revitalizing Communities
(SPARC) program will provide lower interest rates on home loans in Loudoun County for
qualifying buyers. To qualify for SPARC, the prospective homebuyer must meet the
following criteria:
• Have an annual household income between 70%-100% of the Area Median
•
•
•
•

Income (AMI) for a household size of four (currently between $90,300 and
$129,000);
Be a first-time homebuyer, which is defined as someone having had no
ownership interest in real property in the past three years;
Currently live and/or work in Loudoun County for a minimum of six months
immediately prior to submission of the application;
Purchase a new or existing home located in Loudoun County for $525,000
or less; and
Receive a mortgage loan from a VH-approved lender participating in VH
mortgage loan program.

In addition, Loudoun County offers two other homeownership loan programs to help
moderate-income, first-time homebuyers purchase a home in the County:
• Down Payment/Closing Costs Assistance Program: Loans are used for
down payment and closing costs.

• Public Employee Homeownership Grant Program: Forgivable loans of

$10,000 are used for a purchase of a home located within Loudoun County.
Information on all three homeownership loan programs, including eligibility criteria and
how to apply, may be found online or by contacting Hannah Choi at
hannah.choi@loudoun.gov or 571-258-3814.
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